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that afforded us that right. Democrats
couldn’t wait on the courts to obtain
additional testimony. But Speaker
PELOSI continues to hold the articles
from the Senate in an attempt to dic-
tate the terms of the trial to Leader
MCcCONNELL.

The Constitution grants the Senate
the sole power to try all impeach-
ments, not the Speaker.

Democrats voted to impeach the
President for abuse of power and claim
he is a threat to the Constitution, but
look at what you are doing. You are
trying to take the Senate’s constitu-
tional power for your own political
gain.

Follow the Constitution you spoke so
much about. Transmit the articles to
the Senate so that they can undertake
their constitutional responsibility.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRINDISI). Members are reminded to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

————

IN CELEBRATION OF GEORGE
STEVENS’ 100TH BIRTHDAY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, tonight,
I rise to celebrate a dear man in north-
ern California from the town of Palo
Cedro in Shasta County. George Ste-
vens celebrated his 100th birthday on
December 28.

Mr. Speaker, I had the pleasure of
being able to stop by and spend time
with George and his family at the
event at the Palo Cedro Community
Center, to celebrate with him and rec-
ognize, also, his service to our country,
which is pretty amazing.

George is a Pearl Harbor survivor. He
was there in the Army at the base
there during the Pearl Harbor attack.
Later, if that wasn’t enough, he ended
up being deployed to Europe, where he
was at the Normandy invasion later on
in 1944. And if that wasn’t enough, a
few months later in the winter, he
fought at the Battle of the Bulge.

None of us would have the freedom
we have if it weren’t for people like
George and all of his comrades who
were there in that war preserving free-
dom for us and so many others with
that sacrifice.

He is a true patriot, a great Amer-
ican, and he is a guy that still drives
and does his home repairs around his
place there in Palo Cedro.

Mr. Speaker, we are really proud of
George and wish him a happy birthday.
I am glad I got to spend time with him
and his family.

——

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 34 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, con-
sistent with the statement that was
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just made about BRIAN FITZPATRICK, I
will be missing tomorrow’s votes. If I
were here, I would vote ‘‘no.” There is
too much good that is being done with
the PFAS, and I would vote ‘“‘no.”

But I will be attending the funeral of
a former Member of Congress, a great
patriot, a friend, just a wonderful per-
son, Michael Fitzpatrick, and it was an
honor to serve with him in this body.

Obviously, we have had a lot of dis-
cussion about Iran, Soleimani, his
death, the death of so many that he
caused, and his role in being head of
the IRGC, so I thought it would be
helpful if we learned a little more for
those who haven’t.

It helps, I found, profoundly, if people
know what they are talking about, and
it seems there has been a whole lot of
talking and not a lot of knowledge
about what is going on with Iran.

Many of us remember, and I sure re-
member because I was in the Army at
Fort Benning at the time, when our
Embassy in Tehran was attacked ini-
tially, it was said by the Iranian lead-
ers that the students attacked the Em-
bassy; and after days of President Car-
ter doing nothing but begging for them
to let our people go, they realized that
we were not going to do anything, and
so they began to say: We have the hos-
tages.

I always thought at the time, paying
close attention to the news back in
those days, that by saying the students
did this that the Iranian leaders were
giving themselves a back door if we
had had a President who had put his
foot down and said: Either you get
them released, or we are going to come
get them released ourselves; and if
they are harmed, Iran will pay heavily.

I felt that was probably where they
would say: Hey, we got them from the
students. Here they are.

But that was the first clue after Viet-
nam that we were still a paper tiger.
That is the way we were portrayed
around the world. That is what we in
the Army heard back in those days:
Gee, all you have to do is drag out con-
frontation like Vietnam and they will
turn tail and run.

That appeared to be consistent with
us doing nothing about our Embassy,
which, under international law, is
American soil. It is American property.
It is American housing. It was at-
tacked, and we didn’t do anything
about it for a lengthy time, which sent
the message to the new leader in Iran,
the Ayatollah Kohmeini, that we really
were paper tigers. We were toothless.
There was no power, no courage, and it
encouraged them.

O 2130

In fact, there was one effort at a res-
cue but, unfortunately, the military’s
hands were tied by people at the top.

I was told by a friend in the Army
back at the time that the White House
was the one that had them cut back
the number of helicopters that would
go into the desert across, around 500
miles or so of desert, with turbine en-
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gines in the helicopters. And they
knew, as my friend, General Boykin
has confirmed, they had to get six to
the landing area. Otherwise, it was an
abort. And when it was clear only 5
were going to make it, that the mis-
sion was aborted.

The helicopter pilot may have gotten
vertigo. The helicopter tilted. The
blade went through a C-130 that was
there to equip them for the trip in to
rescue our hostages, and Americans
were Killed and left there in the desert
at the staging area.

If there had been an adequate number
of helicopters allowed to go in, they
would have had sufficient number of
six or more to make it. But the number
going in was cut back, I was told, by
the White House. They didn’t want it
to look like an invasion.

I am proud we have got a President
that is not worried about it. I mean, I
have asked him about this before, and
he is more concerned about protecting
our American treasure, our American
military members; and he wants to
commit whatever our military needs to
get the job done. That is a far cry from
where we were in the late 1970s.

In fact, I do recall President Carter,
he had turned his back on the Shah. It
didn’t sound like the Shah was a great
person, a great humanitarian at all,
but at least Iran and the area were not
at war with us at that time.

But when President Carter turned his
back on the Shah, it opened the door
for him to be overthrown. Apparently,
people in the Carter White House did
not give adequate thought to what hap-
pens when the Shah is gone, because
what happened was the Ayatollah Kho-
meini.

And President Carter, as I recall,
welcomed the Ayatollah Khomeini
back in charge of Iran—he had not been
in charge before—but welcomed him
back to Iran, and proclaimed he was a
man of peace. It could not have been a
more ignorant welcome to the man
that would start Iran on the course to
be the greatest source of terrorism in
the world.

So thank you very much to the Car-
ter administration. Great job. You
brought in, allowed in people who have
continued to kill Americans at a rate
greater than anybody else.

They have helped Afghanistan. That
was a shock when we found that out.
They have helped Sunnis, they have
helped Shia. And normally, that
doesn’t happen, but they are so dedi-
cated to destroying the Great Satan,
America, in their view, and destroying
the Little Satan, Israel, that we have
to take them seriously. Too many
Americans have been killed as a result
of ignorance or optimism unjustified.

But this is a study done from the Je-
rusalem Center for Public Affairs, a
very good study done, and it gives us a
lot of information about Iran. It points
out that Iranian military action, often
working through proxies, uses terrorist
tactics; has led to the death of well
over 1,000 American soldiers in Iraq and
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